35$                                                   LETTER TO   COURT

by the Surgeon General were, upon further examination, found to be well

qualified  for  the  duty of assistant  surgeons,  but  to
14*   January.           prevent their taking rank of those whom you might

send out from England, we have established the same rule respecting
them which is now in force with regard to the rank of cadets, that is that
the appointments made by you shall hence forward take [....] of all
appointments in the country in the same year.

32.    In this place we think it proper to add that unless the urgency
of the service shall be such as to render it absolutely necessary and insure
to us, beyond a doubt, your future approbation of it we have determined
not to make any more appointments of cadets.

33.    The  following of  your  covenanted  servants  have  resigned  in
order to return to Europe for the purposes mentioned in their letters,
which are noted in the margin:

gth December.   Mr. MathevV Dawson.
Do.             Mr. George Livius.

Do.            Also Mr. William Campbell late a surgeon in your service.

34.    The following officers in your military service on this establish-
ment have likewise resigned and embarked for England.

For   the   recovery   of   their
6th January.    Major Thomas Adderly     '     health, the necessity of which
Do-            Captain Richard Long       |     appears    in    the   certificates
j     noted in the margin.
9th December.         Captain Thomas Burges.
s.sjrd December.         Major James Law.
35.    Major Law is under the necessity of repairing to England, at
this time, to adjust some family affairs which require his presence, and
wishing to return to the service as soon as possible he has solicited our
interposition with you to prevent any loss of rank.   We think it necessary
therefore to give our testimony in his favor by declaring our good opinion
of him as an active deserving officer, and on this ground we beg leave to
second his application for permission to return with his rank if he returns
within a reasonable time.
36.    An application having been made to us for the discharge of
George Burnet, a recruit lately arrived from England, who had a few
,   T                    years ago been an officer of artillery upon the estab-
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**    J        y"           lishment  and  dismissed  by  the  sentence  of a court
martial for drunkeness, we released him from his contract as a soldier,
judging it highly improper to retain him in the army under such cir-
cumstances. But we think it necessary to mention the fact for your infor-
mation, and to guard you in future against the impositions of disqualified
persons who may attempt to avail themselves of fraudulent means to
obtain from you the bounty given to recruits and consequently a free